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pl cable to the Constitution of the United S 
It is there assumed as a principle corre 
the State governments are plenary; 
organization of a legislative power 
governments they are possessed of all leg 
power except that which is withheld fh 
vislative branch of the Government el 
Lie OF dt ral or by the State constituttor 
A message of an executive character was ; 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Nicoxray, his Secretary. : 


Mr. HARRIS. 
tucky 


session. [**Oh, no! 


Will the Senator from K F 
give way for a motion to go into exe cs 
My own judgm is 
this is a very unprofitable discussion. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. lLagree with the Senat 
Is an improper discussion. 
Mr. HARRIS. 
able, I said. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I think, however, it 1s 
ssary. If the Senate of the United States pro- 
poses to repeal a law of Congress, and set at de- 
fiance its own laws, I think we had better settle 
itat once. 

Mr. HARRIS. We cannot seftle it to-day-, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. <1 think we can. 

Mr. HARRIS. | am sure we cannot: 

Mr. SUMNER. Lam sorfy that the Sen 
from New York should propose here a nullifi 
tion of a law of Congress. 

Mr. HARRIS. 1 pro; 
propose to occupy time more profitably. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 yield the floor for the 

|| to go into executive session. 

Mr. HARRIS. I make that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido not yield the floor so as 
forfeit my right to it. 

Mr. GRIMES. Wecan fo into executive ses- 
tion and have our nominations referred, and some 
of the committees can go on and transact the 

ii business while the Senator from Kentucky '8 


it 
Not improper, but unprofit- 


nece 


F 


ator 


yose no such thing. } 
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stitutional argument; and in that 


may save a day or (wo.- We can com 


’ iv session as soon Aas these nom 
‘ . . 2 . lict . | 
: ferred, and then we can listen with 
h Perce s , 


y the argument of the Senator. 








, Vr. DAVIS. | have no objection to any course 
ww he agreeb! to the Senate. 

r PRI SIDENT pre tempore. The gq lestion 
ene motion of the Senator from New York 
‘i, SUMNER. I shall not interpose any 

- but ] merely wish to make one re- 
Het s a statute of Congress, and it 
s whether the Senate is going to set ai 
4 of o dience to tt or of disobedience 

, I took comparatively little interest in 

cave of the law— 

Vr. DAVIS. Ide notsuppose it is In order to 
1, his su ct now, 

Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s pardor 
rig in order to debate the quesuon whether we 
e ro ifoexeculive Session. 

Mi “DAVIS. But you are not debating that 

s - vou are dt bating the law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Very limited 
ae e is owed on sucha motion. 

Mr. SUMNER [ shall not trench—the Sen- 
~T think, will bear me witness that I do not 
reenass——upon the rales of the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no personal objection to 
your taking any latitude, 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not mean to take any lat- 

io, Lmerely intended to state thatef the Senate 

ye now to go Into executive session, they d 
oose toenter upon Most important duties in dis- 
regard of an act of Congress which they have as- 
sisted in putting upon the st itute-book. 

Mr. GRIMES. I insist that there is no such 
issue before us. By going into executive session 
and transacting the business that will be presented 

us. so faras referring nominations is concerned, 
we do not decide the question whether we are go- 

° to nullify a law of Congress or not. [tis 
merely calculated to expedite our business and 

»usto leave Washington for our respective 
homes a day or two sooner than would be other- 
wise the case. I shall vote to come out of exec- 

tive session as soon as the nominations are re- 
ferre d, and some of us can be conside ring them; 

’ tif we goon with this discussion the whol 
day and have the nominations referred late in the 
ey x we shall not be prepared tu act ov them 
ior a day longer. 

The motion of Mr. Harris was agreed to; and 

: the Senate proceeded to the consideration of exec 
‘ tive business, and after some Ume spent therein 
the doors were reopened. 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. SHERMAN, in pursuance of notice, sub- 
m | the following resolution; which was con- 
sidere l, ind ivreed to: 

Re ed, That the thirty-fourth rule of the Senate b 
bf a led lding thereto **A Committee on Agriculture, 
: t five members.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mr. Haritan, Mr. Morrini, Mr. 
Lane of Kansas, and Mr. Powe uu. 

JOUN ALEXANDER. 
J Mr. MeDOUGALL. I desire to present a reso- 
lution which was be fore the Senate at the adjour! 
ment, a d sk for its present conside ration? 

Resolved, That the Committee to Audit and Contro) the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate be authorized to pay t 
John Alexand the sum of S156 25 for deeorating and 
furnishing material for decorating and placiug the painting 
Kuown as the “ Storming of Chepult pee.” 

It passed the Gommittee on Contingent Ex- 

3 penses, and was reported favorably upon at the 

. last session. It isa resolution about which there 
18 No question, I suppose. 

he resolution was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agre ed to. 
OATH OF OFFICE. 
Mr. SUMNER. I think we had better now 


= j 


eed 


with the business regularly in order. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending 


oe oe 


eens. : : 

4 10n 18 on the resolution moved by the Sen- 
fro Massac . . 

‘rom Massachusetts, and the question Is on 

S'pontng the further consideration of it until 

_ Morrow, upon which the Senator from Ken- 


5 ky was addre ssing the Chair at the time the 
wenat A? Go - - . 
enate went into executive session, and is DOW | 


entitled to the floor. " 


ETE 


Mr. DAVIS l was exat 
f $ Kkervs. I] Pr 


! 
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profit ess discussion about a law 
repeal. I move with that view t 
be laid on the table, and [ask that t P 
Officer administer the oath tosucl 
proper to take it In accordance with t . | 
any one refuses, it will be time enoug 
ine what shall be done as to him hereaft P 
Mr.SUMNER. l hope the Set \ 
one moment, as | motion is notd 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I withdraw 
anything like a desire to continue | dd 
Mr. SUMNER. I wish before th 
laid on the table to s iyone word int \ 
seemed to be the prevailing idea 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky HH 
as | understand him, that Senators | 
taken one oath to su port the Const 4 
United States, and that it was no 
now to add another oath. Why, sir, | 
that Senator whether it is not in « 
require Senator to take the oath t 
Constitution daily. Is there anything ( 
stitution arainst it? The text is as 
“The Senators and Representatives betor 
* . ‘ * shall be bound by oati 
to support this Constitution.’’ 
That isall. It leaves the whole g 
when the V shall take that oath, 11) W 
shall take it, and how the oath sha ! 
I think, therefor , all of the last ren 
Senator fall entirely to the ground. | 
have already taken one oath to sup; ( 


stitution of the United States, it does } 
that we should not take als 
And now asto the suggestion of my 
He knows perfectly well that | 
forward this proposiuon simply by w 


»anotier 
I} nos, 


ing attention to what seemed to me t 
portant question, and because | thoug 
been an omission atthe beginning of 
and I saw no other way of correct 
the manner | proposed. I have al 
Chair will remember, asked permiss 
and subscribe that oath in open Senate, a 
that the Chair will consent to administer the 0a 
to me, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to mak 
servation. That oath Lam prepared to tak 
time; but | wish to remark here that 
it will not be because I think Congress 
power to enforce such an oath on Senator l 
think the Constitution governs us; but 
time, under presentcircumstances, Ia i 


nothing in the oath that agood ciuzen a S 
ator should not be willing to take; and I hay 
objection to taking itatany time. Sull, 
believe it to be in the power of Congress ‘ 
quire it. s 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘I ( r 
proposes now to take and subscribe this 
pursuance of the law of the 2d of J iy ias i 


that being done, the Chair will admit 


to such members as will voluntarily A i 
copy of it has been made ready for 5 
of sach members who have been el 
passage of the law, or reélect d,a Wi y 
subscribe it, and the Chair will req > 
ator from Connecticut [Mr. Foster] to ad 5 
ter the oath to the Chair, as Senator trom \™ 
} State of Vermont 








THE CONGRES 


SSION ATL 











A 


) Lie 






at the resolution 


UMRULL. [Task th 
from Massachusetts be laid upon 


It will be laid 


ESIDE NT pro tempore. 


i iv 
’ by ounce: Gunmen’, 
st. FOSTER administered to Mr. Foor the 


vow Foor. do solemnly swear that I have never 
against the United States since | 


, rms 
¥ n thereot; that I have voluntarily given 
i , imsel, Or encouragement to per 
irmed hostility thereto; that I have neith 
pied nor attempt d to exercise the func 
fice whatever under any authority or pre 
wathority in boestility to the United States; that I 
1 vielded a voluntary support to any pretended gov 
authority, power, or constitution, within the Uni 
states, hostile or inimical thereto. And I do further 
to the best of my knowledge as abilitv, | will 
noes i defend the Constitution ot the United States 
7 enemies, foreign and domestic ; that | will bear 
a and allegiance to the same ; that I take this obli 
‘ freely, Without any mental reservation or purpose of 


. and that I will well and faithfully discharge gh 
s the office on which I am about to enter. So help 


oa 

Mr.Foorthen subscribed the engrossed copy of 
W {been prepare dby th Secretary. 

I'he PRE SIDE N'T pro tempore. Phe Chair will 


the Cl rk to call in alphe ibetical order 
fal ENROL who have tees ie fe 


j nee the Od ot ‘July, 1862, that be ing 
y the approy val of the » act: and such Sen- 
nt whose names shall be called, 
do so, will come forward to the Secre- 
’ } 1 


esk and receive the oath of office admin- 
l by the Chair, after which they will have 

rtunity to subseribe the oath. 

I Secretary called the names of Messrs. 
syaARD, BowpEN, BucKALEw, i liweee, Dix- 
_DootirtLe, Harpmve, Henpricks, Hicks, 
Morcan, Morritzt, Ricuarpson, 
SpRAGUE, SUMNER, Wane, and WricHT 


Messrs. Bayarnp, Doouitrie, and Ricnarpson 
Viessys. Buexatew, Henpricks,JoHnson, and 


Wricut remained in thelr seats, 

M s. Bowpen, CHanpDLeR, Dixon, Harp- 
wwe. Hicks. Morncan, Morriti, SPRAGUE, SuM- 
ser,and Wape,astheir names were called, cam: 

yard, and, when the call was concluded, t 
President pro tempore administered to them, col- 
, the oath prescribed by the act of July ? 
‘ach Senator audibly repeating the wor 
of the oath as they were read. 

{r JO INSON. Lrise merely for the purpose 
a stating, Mr. Pre ‘sident, that I have not the 
s test objection to taking r the oath prescribed 

y the act of 1862, as far as I am individual Vv 
concerned. There is nothing eens by that 


ath that | am sure will be charged to have been 
} 


9. 1s62 


mmitted by me. Nordo I very seriously ques- 
t the right of Congress to impos some other 


oath than that which the Constitution prescribes. 
The sixth article of the Constitution, as the Sen- 
ate have of course seen by the fre quent reading 
of it during this morning, merely prescribes that 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States shall be taken by all officers. ‘There are 
two difficulties, perhaps, and only two, in my 
judgment, in relation to the propriety of the par- 
ticular oath, and the propriety of exacting any 
other oath than that which is included in the oath 
to support the Constitution. 

The first is, that recently after Congress was 
organized under the Constitution of the United 
States, it was decided that a member o€ the Sen- 
ate or of the House of Representatives, was not 
an officer of the United States in the meaning of 
that term as found in the Constitution; that amem- 
ber of the Senate could not be impeached, on the 
ground that he was not a civil officer of the Uni- 
ted States. The act of July 2, 1862, provides that 
all civil officers shall take the oath prescribed, It 
8 possible that the authors of the oath, by the 
language which they use in the concluding por- 


: 


tior 1 of the act, intended to apply it to members 


ot the House of Ré presentatives ar d members of 


the Senate; but it is not so certain that they in- 


led to apply it in point of fact. The words to 
which | refer are those which provide that the 
oath shall be kept in the Houses of Congress, 
among other places. That provision might have 
beg n made in order to cover the cases of officers 
of the several Houses other than the members 
of either House 


* 


+ 
tend 





‘ y « 

not | v ‘ | vi now 
upon the floor of the Ser te. Itis that itis retro- 
Spective in its operation. Lhe autl ritv to 1m 
pose another oat ithanthe Constitution prescribes 


denied | y my fr end from Ke ntu ky and my 


friend from Delaware They take the round 
that the i r oa met ) iu SLX 

( it nt ’ Vis th ) y one 
WwW ( i . wis tl my 
oO whicn ¢ V Congres it sed. [ do 
not agree in that opinion. ‘The concluding por- 


tion of the sixth article, which yes that the 


prescri 


oath shall be taken, provides also that no religious 


test sha ye prescribed; and itisevidenttrom the 
nsertio of t it provision in th ise that 1n 
the judgment of the Convention, but for the pro- 


vision in the Constitution Congress might have 
required other than the oath to support the Con- 


Slilution, Some test, some religious test; and 


’ 
order to I it the eXaction of any re rious 
estani ) nin expr iS 1 rt { 1u- 
thority of Conere » tbe ONLY au y to Ww i 
h n I n vuld refer, Was insei l he 
clau b} ling tomy: ng of clause, 
1 re j I yv fi 0 rst it vel hded 
DY ] rl ¢ os and risiative interpt 
{ ns, a ] Congress may preset ( s ie 
oO er ¢ imere ith ) il rt tie 4 
i » Ve t no means follow latthey cat 

prescribe l oath whl 1 Is ih Mmsistehl With 
ou Wi ( 
istered } ero S i » Su 
he € 

I} vat \ ( ith, as I an l thes rs 
nave see . re¢ vel sopet! N WV, 
to assume, m y for ‘ ‘ ot t irg’un t, 
that I h rendered »t s of the 
United St ! . ‘ mies 
ot ie Ur ~ bite ree ’ 
or the United § to be nov 
to } i ‘ vyvnoir iol Vs i 
yt | V \ 1 \ ( u th ah it 
re y oth pect, I am not « : 
to a se S itor of e U as es, or as 
ain HI Rep tives, pro- 
vide | i W my duly a \ 7 
and nor & mon ih 
only ) ri dad b ‘ i1o0n an 
0 1 to rtt { mist . a le ¢ t t 
quired by this act is an oath that you never hav: 
in the past violated tco edt it } 


point of fact, a particular member may be justas 


Oy mw V i i of t dy, al- 
though di yall ‘ { doubt very much 
the rity ( \ iction 
of it ce ipt , whic ( \ 

( t | tv me. 
( } Cor KK it 1s to 
LV, ( the ¢ 

W thes remarks, 81 i 1 W i >t 
the oat I ed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS I ] x 
plan S from M | id with 
that explanation lw take the oath, s 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senators 
will step forward and take the oath 

Mr. Jounson, Mr. Henpricxs, Mr. Bucka- 


LEW, and Mr Wricnr, thereupon stepped for- 
ward, and the oat » pre ribe { by the act of July 
nd they re- 


spect ively 8s scribed ti engrossed py of it 


ue 1862, Was AUlniniste ered to the it 


prepared | y the Receatuy 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr 


to have the indulgence of the Sen 


President, I should like 
te,as I hadthe 


my ’ 
honor of otlering the resolution that has been un- 


der discussion to-day, to make one wi rd of re | ly 
to the remarks of the Senator from Maryland. 

The PRI “SIDE NT pre hempore. If there be no 
objection, the Senator wi roceed; but there is 
no quest ) before the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


take i it up again. 


If a er ly o bye “ts, we can 
But | pre 


Senator from Mi aryland, a 


sume the: will be no 


derstand, made two objections to the oath, tne 
first Ww ic. § to his interpretatior of 
the Ce t 1tor was not acivil officer, 
ind therefore d ll within the requirements 





of the statut 
oath was retr specti 
say a word 


ynd objection was that the 
ve in its character 
each of these points 


GLOBE. 


o TEN 
m \ I t same s 3¢ XT 
cy {} ’ S K 
to those of \ d N 
| vl x \ 
Ve 1 ke 
7 : 
¥ set OLsece . ‘ | t ' 
nted li carry si re i \ 
etl was made to im 1 l N : 
Ww membered t t d ( 
‘ ™ ‘ ) 
. Vi Presid i i i 
’ 
( e | as ! impea 
Ont s vords we have ! tary 
] e Story, which | now hold my ba { 
Ww 
i f the United States, wh itheiraon 
ments u nat ml Gov i “ i 
i V ' ii 
' I tev nient v I \ ) 
l ' \ i Nav e 
ul 1 | 
i i x ) y } 
they wr ind punis ‘ 
i ist ‘ ! ' WwW i i iu iv 
r ( istituls » 


A 
i \ é b a \ 
the Se uasd lor wa 
1 
| I bilby i 
KK . W 4 
) iN ( 
t 
( y WwW WW il W i 
Senate Jo how it was mad 
ivo i I irtles i eiey i 1 
maio i si Net Ni J ] i _ y 
i l i Comme iri i 
n, upon w reat wa 
lo v ] 
iW , i hthent 





Oth OT W m were coten a 

| ist V us, tnoW ver, } } ‘ 
aes 1 ¢ l offi ? iblg to ny i 

very different from | y he 4 
1 etvil off ma rene n Tle 1 , 1 
civil officer in the latter sense and notin the f 
Not to dwell on tl pout, it ler 

pecia risdict Nn Which the S il As OV ; 
owh memobders, wilh the power F pun l 
even to expul ion, May be i terpreted as o 

r all proceed yin ichn t, and mn 
this a int t Senate i of Mr. I s 

A ‘ ‘ ma mi 4 i ' ? 
fu i a The iil nf bb 
ey nm tt V ] of t} muci j ka a 

f is Oo} e in a case i 
pre i 

| pre the ¢ I j 
vay all iby tl e; nor ti 
langu f the Co it W regard im 
p achmet Here ! “ fimpea . 
bu i mpi question ¢ n i 
ll i Stal An { t { gle ) 
every pe mn electe I lto any f 
honor or profit under e Gover ( ( [ 
ted State , el he r in the civil, mi itary, t ° 
partmen f the pu » ex I % 
ident of the U ds de ) 
taken and signed ) t i Y j 


of the court, House of Congress, or ue ) 
which the said office may \ rta * Now i 


have already shown in this debate that 

| is constitutional I believe that no question is 
seriously raised any longer on that point I it 
is argued that Senators ire } luded i€ 
term ““civil dGepartn nt’? as used Oy thi f 

This If BIMDLY iq lest mofi entuon with reg rd 
»>wi ! f \ le thie d | Sena 

n belong to the Lv e} lent \ 

what de; ment di ey ng ] y al t 
miiis ry ¢ nava B l Viiil ] } 3 
tion turther. I fe connhdenh na “ ! yt 
have been raised, f he hasty ¥ 
that early precedent about impeachments which 
is entirely inapplica to t é é 


} The other « byectior of the Senator from Mary- 
land wag, so far as I understood, that the oath was 


retroactive, inasmuch as it requires a Senator to 

W ! i 

I int borne art wainst the I ted 

S ‘ it ‘ i zen thereof; that | have vol 
untart ri ino ald, ¢ tenance, counsel, Or encourag 
ment tO per engaged in armed hostility thereto; that I 
bave t I mught nor accepted, 1 attempted to exer 
cise the tunctions of any lice whatever under any au 
thority, or pretended auth y.in hostility to the United 
States; that | have not y ded a voluntary support te 
pretended government, authority, power, or constitutl 
within the United States, host r inimical the 

These words are stringent, and I pre me were 
intended to . To a certa extent they may 
be retroactive; but not beyond the exigency of the 
times, nder the ) f n in y wl h 
W irrour | It is our duty to guard the 
ry y f { mber | requiring t ta cr- 
BO ull y him f with: rd to the ist, 
Ww ly tal ‘ M irance of his fidelity for 
th el Others y think t] it Jeff I on Da- 
via, it rt J m . Judah B nyamin may re 
sume t eats int uly on taking a simple 
oath to support the Constitution. 1 do not think 
so; aud | gladly seize the earliest opportunity 
since the commentary of the Senator from Mary- 
land, to declare my conviction that no person 
whose loyalty is not manifest to the Senate can 


o take his 


T ne 


be allowed to approach your desk and 


oath as a Se nator of the United State s. sen- 


~ate may shut the door upon him. This is notthe 
first time that I have made this declaration in the 
Senate; norhave I contented myself with making 
the declaratior I have argued it. Nothing ts 
clearer than this: a traitor cannot be a membe rof 
the Senate Buta who unnot take this 
oath, retroactiv ist t , must have been a 
traitor ()) n traitor, always a traitor; unless 
wlir hanged by pardon or amnesty. 

lI know not what chanves may be re quired 
changing events. For myself, I shall alw ays wel- 
come every act of just clemency or condonation 
but for the present the tute is wise and con- 
servative. It only remains that we should stand 
by it : 

“Mr. JOHNSON. The Senator misunderstood 
ne in relation to the first su ject of his remarks. 
i did not say that in my opinion it was very clear 
that a Senator of the United States was not liable 
to | ess of impeachment All that I said was 
that in 1799 it wasso decided by a majority of the 
Sena und a I is I am advised that decision 
never has been reversed by the Senate, nor has the 
propriety of that decision ever been called in ques- 
tion where judicially, as perhaps it could not 
have The dou! izvested by Mr. Justice 
Story is of course entitled to all the respect which 
the eminent ability of that distinguished man gives 
to it; but it is not authority, nor does he profess 


to speak decidedly against the correctness of that 
doctrine. 
Upon the other point I should agree with the 


Senator from Massachusetts, that no man whoisa 


traitor ought to be a Senator of the United States 
but the question is, who is a traitor Is he who 
was a traitor iast year, necessarily a trailor now 


» This ivil war; 
important that we should 


Is there no locus penitentia 
andabovea 


isaac 


ouners sil 


recall into our midst, if we can recall them, men 
who have got themselves entire ly clear of the taint 
of treason, and who are willing to join us now as 


But, if it 
that 


brothers. were otherwise, it by no means 

would be without the 
means ing itself against association with 
a man of that description. If hecomes in and is 
qualified, turn him out. 

But that oath, as the Senator will see, ifhe comes 
to look at it particularly, goes infinitely beyond 
this rebellion. It goes to the entire past, to any 
struggle, in which the nation has been engaged at 
any time; and any person elected would not be 
eligible unless he took an oath of that descrip- 
tion, which he could not take and observe good 
faith if he had done anything to aid the ene mies 
of the United States heretofore. Now, 1 submit 
to the Senator and to the Senate, that of all the 
punishments to which men can be subjected, per- 
haps the most odious and that which affects a man 
most in hisfeelings, is the punishment of exclusion 
from office. If, therefore, the oath shall exclude 
from office because of anantecedent offense, which 
was not punishable under the existing laws by 
any exclusion from office, him who has commit- 
ted such antecedent offense, it is not, upon other 


follows the Senate 


rf protect 


grounds, within the power of Congress; it falls }i 


in the parti uw instance wader the prohibition 
on the part of Congress passing ea P st facto laws. 

The Senator from Massachusetts, perhaps—l 
think I speak knowingly—has upon one or two 
occasions, and perhaps from the time the original 


law passed and up to the be- 
lieved, and honestly believed, in the unconstitu- 
tionality of what is called the fugitive slave law. 
I think I have heard him say upon the floor of 
the Senate that he would not execute it, as far as 
he was individually concerned. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have. 

Mr. JOHNSON, Over and over again. 

Mr.SUMNER. Yes. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That in one sense is warring 
against the authority of Congress, assuming Con- 


The Sen- 


present moment, 


gress to have authority to pass that act. 
from Massachusetts of course denied the au- 
least, I he did deny the 
authority; because, assuming that Congress had 
authority to pass the fugitive slave act, then an 
attempt on the part of any citizen of the Unjted 
that law either by force or other- 
wise, when called upon to execute the law, would 
be an offense against the United States; and the 
Senator from Massachusetts would fal 


ator 


thority, or, at suppose 


States to resist 


fall in the 
category of such an oath as Congress, if his doc- 
trine is right, would have a right to prescribe, if 
Congress should require that no Senator should 
be eligible toa seat in this body unless he would 
anoath that he never has violated or intended 
to violate any law of the United States. 

Mr. SUMNER. Thatisa different question 


entirely. 


take 


Mr. JOHNSON. I know it; that is one law, 
and th another; but the principle is the same. 
1 did not rise for the purpose of discussing it; I 
am, perhaps, just as free as the Senator from Mas- | 


sachusetts in the opinions which I entertain upon 
ellion. There is no member 
of this body, Lam sure, who would willingly as- 


the nature of this rel 
sociate here with any one who takes part or lot 
im th who renders aid or comfort in 
any way, directly or indirectly, } ly, 
That 

different question, however, 
the right to particular 
it is necessary even if you had the 


SUMNER. I have no desire 


e ret llion, or 
Mrpose to the 
cess of the rebellion. ' 
Itisa 
have 


sur iS One question. 
whether you 
law, or 
right. 
to protract 


pass this 
whether 


Mr. 


this discussion. My purpose was simply, if I 
may call it so, to enter a protest against two po- 
sitions taken by the Senator; and, of course, | 


could have no purpose of making any reflection | 


upon his own position. 
with the 
draw the res 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

is withdrawn. 
CLERKS OF 


And now, Mr. 
the 


President, 


permission of Senate, | will with- 
iution 


The resolution 


COMMITTEES 

Mr. 
tion; which was 
sent, and 


Resolved 


considered by unanimous con- 
agreed to: 
That the 


former se 


clerks of committees appointed for 
‘ontinued during the speciaPsession. 
F. P. STANTON. 

Mr. WADE submitted the 
tion; which was referred to 
Audit and Control the 
the Senate; 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to pay, 
the contingent fund of the Senate, the usual mile 
Senator to Frederic P. Stanton, as contestant tor 
the Senate from Kansas at the 
Congress. 

Mr. POWELL. 
now adjourn, 

The motion was 
adjourned. 


the ssion be 


the Committee 
Contingent 


to 


age of a 
a seat in 


I move that the Senate do 


agreed to; and the Senate 


IN SENATE, 
Sarurpbay, March 7, 1863 

Prayer by the Chap Re Y. Dr. SunDERLAND. 

The Jo irnalofye ste oh ay waS read and approved. 

Hon. James R. Dooxittie advanced to the desk 
and took the oath prescribed by the act of July 2, 
1862, and subscribed his name to the engrossed 
copy thereof. 

Mr. Hate appeared in his seat. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


un, 


Iam instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Printing, to whom was referred a res- | 


olution for printing ten thousand copies of the 


GRIMES submitted the following resolu- | 


following resolu- | 
Expenses of 


out of 


THE CON ‘GRES SSION Al GLOBE. — 


: second session of the last | 


! 





March 9 


cnaieialn al report of the Patent Office fo 


1s 


to report it back without amendme: t —" 

mend its passage. I ask for its present , 

ation. 
There being no objection, the Senate pr: 

to consider the resolution. It is ag fol) we , 
Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the m Sle 


report of the Patent Office for 1861-62 be print 
of the 


ed fort 


Senate. _ 
The resolution was adopted. 


PRINTING OF LAWS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. [am instructed by th, si 
committee, to whom was referred a resc u e 
printing four thousand copies of the acts » pe 


olutions of the third session of the Thi; ty-Sevey 
Congress, to report it back with an a 
the ame ndme nt being to add the words wy 
suitable index ] ask for its present c 
ation. 

J he re being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

The amendment of the committee was ag; 
to; and the resolution, as amended, was ado 


Sluey 


ae ted, 
as follows: 

Resolved, That four thousand copies of the acts and res 
olutions of the third session of the Thirty-Seventh Congress 
be printed for the use of the Senate, with a suitable index 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move tha: 
the Senate now proceed to the considerati f 
executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after som: 
spent in the consideration of executive busin 
the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Monpay, March 9, 1863 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpertay 
The Journs al of Saturday wasreadanda ' 
COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 
ANTHONY. 


u 


Mr. 
lution: 


Resolved, That the 34th rule of the Senate 
by adding thereto the following: 
factures, to consist of five 


I offer the following reso- 


be amended 
**a Committee on Man 
members.”? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The resolu 
lies over one day, under the rule. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I should like to remark 
upon that resolution—I do not desire to 
to-day—that up to 1825 there was a Commit! 
Commerce and Manufactures. In 
of Senator Dickerson, of New Jersey, the cor 
tee was divided; and there was one commitice 
pointed on commerce and one upon manufactures 
Atthe same session, on the motion of Senator I’ 
lay,of Pennsylvania,a Committee on Agriculturr 
was added to the standing committees of the Sen- 
ate. These three committees continued until 1857, 
when the Senate was under the control of the men 
who are now engaged in rebellion against the Gov- 
ernment, and who concluded that agriculture and 
manufactures were not interests of sufficient « 


825, ont 


| sequence to be represented by a committee; and 


then, on motion of Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana, 
the committees were reorganized, and the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures and the Committee on 
Agriculture were both dropped. A Committee 
on Agriculture has just been appointed by the Ser 
ate very wisely, on the motion of the Senator from 
Ohio. | propose to restore the Committee on Mo an- 


| ufactures$ but as, at the present session, which is 


devoted exclusively to executive purposes, |! 18 
hardly possible any business can be referred to 
Committee on Manufactures, and as there seems 
to be a general understanding that at the next ses- 
sion there will necessarily be an entire reorgall- 
zation of the committees, | shall not, if this reso- 
lution should be adopted, move to proceed to the 
election of such a committee at this session, or [0 
authorize the President pro tempore to appownt It, 
but allow the committee to stand vacant until the 
next session. I shall call the resolution up lo- 


morrow. 
EXECUTIVE 8 
Mr. GRIMES. 


ESSION. 


I move that the Senaie pro- 


ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
| The motion was agreed to; and after some ume 
spent in the consideration of executive business 
the doors were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 
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1863. _ 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, March 10, 1863. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. Dr. SuNDERLAND. 
The Tournal of yesterday was read and approved, 
COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no 
hoarbusiness, the following resolution, submitted 
yesterday by the Senator from Rhode Island, (Mr. 
‘AnTHONT,] comes up in order: 

a ed. That the 34th rule of the Senate be amended 
oe jing thereto the following: “a Committee on Manu- 
adding t 


by 7 7. 
; to consist of five members. 


7 The question is on agreeing to the resvlution. 
The resolution was not agreed to. 
BATTLE OF MURFREESBORO’. 
Mr. DIXON. I offer the following resolution: 
Resolved by the Senate, That the Secretary of War be, 
is hereby, directed to lay betore the Senate the late 


eof General Rosecrans of the battle of Murfreesboro’, 
ports and documents which accompany it. 


ani 
with the re 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The resolu- 
tion can be ae only by unanimous con- 
sent. If there be no objection to its present con- 
sideratlon—— 
Mr. SUMNER. Ido not mean to raise any 
such question. The only question I mean to raise 


sie 
"The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Before there 
ig any debate, the Chair will ascertain whether 
the re is any objection to the consideration of the 
resolution. There being no objection, the reso- 
lution is now before the Senate for consideration. 

Mr. SUMNER. The only question lL mean to 
raise—and I do notmean to raise that, but I merely 
wish to call the attention of the Senate to the 
point—is this: we are now simply a Senate, and 
not a component part of the legislative body; and 
we are not here for any legislative purposes, but 
for purposes purely executive. I merely wish to 
ask the quesuon whether it is expedient for the 
Senate, being here in this pecuhar capacity, to 
pass a resolution of this kind. If we pass this 
re soluuon, It may open the way to other matters 
more or less of a legislative character, calls upon 
the Departments, &c., all of which have asa basis 
the idea of legislation. 


Mr. DIXDN. According to my recollection, | 


it has been the custom of the Senate in sessions | 


of this description, that is, sessions for merely 
executive purposes, to adopt resolutions of this 
character, It is not intended to base any legis- 
lation upon it, but is intended merely for the in- 
formation of the Senate. The Senator will ob- 
serve that It is a request to the Secretary of War 
to lay before the Senate these documents, Itseems 
to me to be highly proper. My object, lam will- 
ing to state, is to have them printed for the inform- 
ation of the Senate and the country. They are 
documents of very great interest. I think justice 
to the officers and soldiers who were engaged in 
that very remarkable battle requires that this in- 
formation should be made public. I hope the 
resolution will be adopted. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


CIVIL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. 


Mr. DAVIS. 1 offer the following resolution, 
and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the Wnited States be re 
quested to furnish the Senate, at the commencement of the 
ext session of Congress, with a statement of the aggregate 
nuinbe r, in each State and Territory, and the District of Co- 
iumbia, of all officers and employés in the civil service of 
the United States who are subject to be removed by the 
President, and all who are subject to be removed by any 
Other officer, naming the officer having the power of re- 
moval; aiso the aggregate amount of all pay, salaries, per- 
quisites, or other compensation received by all such officers 
and employés in each of the States and Territories, and the 
District of Columbia, in the aggregate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there any 


objection to the present consideration of the res- 
olution ? 


Mr. SUMNER. [I think it had better lie over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, it lies over under the rule. 

COMMITTEE ON MANUFACTURES. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I was not attending to the 
business af the Senate when the resolution I of- 
fered yesterday for the appointment of a Commit- 
tee on Manufactures was rejected. [ask that the 
Vote rejecting it may be reconsidered. I will not 
press the resolution now, but I prefer thatit should 
not be rejected in so thin a Senate and without any 
Opportunity to discuss it. I move that the vote 
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rejecting the resolution appointing a Committers 
on Manufactures be reconsidered. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
recurs On agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1 will not ask the Senate 
to take that vote at present 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolu- 
tion will lie upon the table. 


WILLIAM HI. ST. JOUN. 

Mr. HARRIS. I have been requested to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to William H 
St. John, the assistant in charge of the furnaces, seventy 
five dollars per morth in lieu of that now received by hin. 

1 move it be referred to the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Sen 
ate. 

lt was so referred. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

| The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
spent in the consideration of executive business, 
the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, March 11, 1863. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
REPORT ON ARIZONA. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 1 offer the following reso- 
lution: 
i 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
| quested to communicate to the Senate the report of Major 


| 0. Ferguson, on the country, its resourees, and the route 
between ‘Tucson and Lobos bay, (place known as Liber 
tad,) via Arivaca and Altar, or Coboiea, dated December 
2, 1862. 
ae ; ; 
Mr.GRIMES. I would inquire of the Senator 


from Rhode Island what that expedition is, and 
how large the document is? ; 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is about twelve pages, 
and it contains some valuable information in re- 
card to the Territory of Ariz mA, The object of 
offering the resolution is to have it printed, I 

| suppose it will cost ten or fifteen dollars. 
| ‘T'he resolution was considered by unanimous 
| consent, and agreed to. : 
CIVIL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES. 
Mr. DAVIS. I ask that the resolution | offered 


yesterday be called up and adopted. It merely 


asks tor information. 
The PRESIDEN I pro fem re ‘| ne resolu- 
| tion will be read 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the Presidentof the United States be re 

} quested to turnish the Senate, at the conn ement ofthe 
| next session of Congress, with astatementot the aggregate 
number, in each State and Territory, and the District of 


Columbia, of all officers and employes in the civil service 
of the United States whe are subject to be removed by the 
President, and all who are subject to be removed by any 
other officer, naming the officer having the power of re 
moval; also the aggregate amount of all pay, salaries, per 
quisites, or Other compensation received by a suecl { 
ficers and employés in each of the States and Territories, 
and the District of Columbia, in the aggregate 

Mr. GRIMES. | move to amend the resolu 


tspeaksof compen- 


tion 1n the lastclause, where 
sation, by Inserting ** in whateve r capa ily tney 
| may have acted.’? Some officers have acted, I 
suppose, in a double capacity. 

Mr. DAVIS. I accept that modification. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is compe- 
tent for the mover of the resoluuon so to modify it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no objection at all 
to the resolution; I should like to have the inform- 
ation; but has the Senator from Kentucky re- 


preparing all this? 1 do not believe fifty men can 
do it from now until the next session of Congress. 
| Mr. DAVIS. The whole of the information is 
in the Blue Book, or with very slight exceptions; 
and all that will be required will be to condense !t. 
I can do it myself in a month easily. I have no 
doubt it can be done in afew days with the proper 
force of clerks ; 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam, likethe Senator from 
Rhode Island, entirely willing that any informa- 
tion should be obtained that is necessary; but | 
think, with him, thatthe clerks inthe Departments 
and the heads of Departments have enough to 


flected or taken into account the time and cost of 
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lo without hunting up in a different fort m 
tin which itis already published, f 
venience, perhaps, of the Senator from Kentucky, 


or somebody else, this information, and revising 
it. The Blue Book is published at the commences 
mentofevery Congress. We shall have a new one 
next winter when we meet here, which will con 
tain the name of every officer in the Goverument, 
together with his salary, and the State where he 
was born, and the State whence he was appoints i, 
with much other information. ’ 

Now, itis proposed to pass a resolution here at 
this executive session re quiring the Departments 
to prepare this information in a little different 
form, as I understand it, to throw it together 
The Senator from Kentucky wants the ay 
ments from each State consolidated. He can get 
them by looking over this book; and if itis to 
save him from some little trouble—I do not know 
what purpose he wishes it for—it seems to me it 
is pulling the Government to an unnecessary eX- 
pense. Unless there is some public bnportance lo 
be derived from an answer to this call, | do nat 
think the Senate ought to pass the resolution; and 
| should like to knew from the Senator from Ken- 
tucky what the public importance of it is, for the 
substantial facts that be is inquiring after are al 
published at the commencement of every Con 
cress under the laws as they now stand. Itis 
unpleasant to resist a resolution of inquiry, and [ 
do not say that I will vote againstit. If tle Sen- 
ator from Kentucky can show any public import 
ance to be derived from it, | certainly shall not 
object to it. 

Mr. DAVIS. I submitted at the late session 
two propositions to amend the Constitution of the 
United States I did not call those resolutions up 
for consideration, because I did not think the ume 
and the occasion auspicious for their deliberate 
and proper consideration. One of them proposes 
an amendment in the mode of the election of the 
President of the United States. Gentlemen who 
choose can know what my project is by referring 

} 


to the printed resolutions. Another resolution 


— G6 


that I offered, proposing an amendmentto the Con 
stitution, contemplates the regulation of the whole 
power of removal, and seeks to put itupon this 
basis: thatthe President alone shall have the power 
to remove from office at his will all of his chief ex- 
ecutive officers, and all embassadors and dipl 
matic agents, and that in relation to all that class 
ofofiicers to whose appointment theadviceand con 
firmation of the Senate is necessary, the President 
shall have power to make a temporary removal 
which shall continue until the end ofthe next en 
suing session of the Senate, and then the removal 
shall cease, and have no further effect, unless the 
Senate shall have concurred in the removal from 
office; and in relation to all that class of executive 
officers who are appointed by the President, or 
any of the heads of De partments, or any othér 
power, without the concurrence of the Senate be 
ing required, they may be removed for cause; but 
that at the commencement of each session the 
President shall offer to Congress a list of all the 
officers removed, with a statement of 
of removal. 

Now, sir, it may be that I give very undue im 

ortance to these propositions; but, in my opin 


‘ 


the causes 


ion, since the adoption of the amendments to the 
Constitution, more important propositions have 
never been before Congress. believe that these 
two matters will have to be reformed, and that the 
experience and judgment of the country will re- 
quire them to be reformed, if we reconstruct agairy 
and bring the States together in the Union. Itis 
my purpose to make at the next session of Con- 
cress, early in the session, the best-considered 
speech that I can make in support of each of these 
propositions. 1 want this information for the pur- 
nose of illustrating and enforcing one of them. As 
the Senator from Illinois says, the whole of th 
information which I desire will be embodied in 
the next Blue Book, but it will be scattered over 
six or eight hundred pages, and it will be great 


ibor to coilect it together. While theclerksare 


compiling that Blue Book, they can getthe inf 
ation together without losing the time which it 


yrm- 


would cost me to doit. I hope that the courtesy 
of the honorable Senator from Illinois and of 


other gentlemen will permit the resolution to pass 
If it gave any considerable employment to the 


clerks,of the Departments | woula not ask for it, 


but I am assured it will not 





ee ee 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Have you made any in- 

Mr. DAVIS Yes, sir I learn that it can be 

ne very speedily and with very little additional 
The resolution was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mi WILS¢ IN, of Massachusetts. I move that 

the Senate now proceed to the consideration of ex- 

‘T) I iOn Was agret d to; and after some time 

f in eXeculive sessi the doors were re- 

pened, and the Senate adjourned until eleven 

n I ri ~W 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, March 12, 1863. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Hon. Avexanper Ramsey,of Minnesota,whose 
lentials have been heretofore presented, being 
nresent. the oath to support the Constitution of the 
{ ed States,and the additional oath prescribed 
yt of July 2, 1862, were administered to 
yt Pre lent pro tempore, and Mr. Ram- 

SEY LOOK | sent i the Senate 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC COMMERCE. 
Mr. MceDOUGALL submitted the following 
resoiutiol W ich Was ct yside re d by unanimous 
nse lag dt 
R i the Treasury be directed 
the Senate a statistical 
ana ral report up the alu ind present condition of 
luding as well that 
el ist 1 t ggest what legislation, 
i f ul protect the important 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WILSON, of Missouri I move that the 
Senate proceed to the sideration of executive 


n was agreed to; and after six hours 
and a | ‘ in executive session the doors 
were re ened, and the Senate ljourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Fripay, March 13, 1863. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev, Dr. SuNDERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. POMEROY. I move that the Senate pro- 


nsideration of executive business. 
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The motion was agreed to 


spent in execulive 


- and after some time 


session, the doors were re- 


opened. 
BATTLE OF MURFREESBORO’. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the 10th instant, a copy of Major General 

tosecrans’s report of the battle of Murfreesboro’ 

or Stone river; which, on motion of Mr. Dixon, 
was ordered to be printed. A motion of Mr. 
Dixon to print two thousand additional copies 
was referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from Committee on 
Printing, subsequently reported in favor of the 


motion: and it was agreed to 


the 


ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE. 
On motion of Mr. POWELL, it was 
1 That consisting of two members, 
be appointed by the President pro tempore to wait upon 


the President of the United States, and inquire if he has 
avy further communication to make to the Senate. 


Ordere 1 committec, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
FessenpeEN and Mr. Powe .t. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, subsequently, from the 

ymmittee appointed to wait upon the President 
of the United States, and inquire if he had any 
‘ation to make to the Senate, re- 
d performed the duty 
that the President replied that 


further commun! 
it the c 


assigned them, and 


rted tl ouimittee ha 


he was not aware that he had any further com- 


munication to make. 
Mr. COWAN there 


ing resolulion;, Whi 


a 
e follow- 
was considered by unani- 


mous conse i @ i arreed to: 


von submitted th 


Resolve 
to-morrow 


i}, That the President pro tempore at two o’clock 
leclare the Senate adjourned without day. 


On motion of Mr. HARRIS, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, March 14, 1863. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SuNDERLAND. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. HARRIS, it was 


Ordered, ‘That Hiram Paulding have leave to withdraw 
his memorial and papers from the files of the Senate. 


THE END. 


+ 





_March 14, 1863, 


PETITION. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, presented the petisi., 
of Gilbert Vrooman, only surviving son «, di - 
) g their 


of Peter Vrooman, deceased, praying for co 
pensation for provisions, forage, and oth - 
plies furnished by his father to certain 
States troops during the war with Great 
in the year 1813. . 

The petition and accompanying papers 
referred to the Court of Claims. — oe 


r SuUp- 
I nited 
Britain 


we re 


COMMERCE, MANUFACTURE, AND AGRICULTURF 
Mr. ANTHONY. I hold in my hand a mem- 


orandum, prepared by one of the officers of the 
Senate, respecting the history of the Commit 
“3 MmMitleeg 
on Commerce, Manufacture, and Agriculture lt 
is of a good deal of interest. I ask that it be 
- t itl 
printed among the miscellaneous documents 
It was ordered to be printed. 


PAPERS RECOMMITTED TO COURT OF CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. COWAN,, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the report of the Court of Claims, in the 
case of Theodore Adams, be recommitted to the Coun of 
Claims. 

REPORT OF MAJOR FERGUSON. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commu- 
nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 11th instant, the report of Major D. 
Ferguson, on the country, its resources, and the 
route between Tucson and Lobos bay; which, 


on motion of Mr. Anrnony, was ordered to be 
printed. 


On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, from the Com- 


mittee on Printing, twenty-two hundred addi- 
tional copies of the report were ordered to be 
printed, two hundred of which shall be for the 


use of the Governor of the Territory of Arizona. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after an hour 
and three quarters spent In executive sessio 
doors were reopened. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 
two o’clock having arrived, the Chaw, in pursu- 
ance of the previous order of the Senate, 1 ow de- 
clares the Senate of the United States ad) 


surned 


‘ the 


|| without day. 
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